
South March Public School
SMPS Family Update - Monday, February 22, 2021
Proud, Positive, Powerful Penguins
Welcome to another great week at South March!

Parents are required to screen their children daily for symptoms of COVID-19
BEFORE SENDING THEM TO SCHOOL. Use this online tool provided by Ottawa Public Health

to do daily screening. We all need to work together, to ensure our school remains safe.

Good morning SMPS Families!
On Thursday, Term 1 Report cards were made available to parents via the report card portal
(Report Card Portal Sign In). The availability was delayed due to some technical difficulties
with the report card software. We have been told that there may be some errors with some
report cards (for ex: missing or inaccurate marks/comments). So far at SMPS there
doesn’t seem to be many problems. If you see something inaccurate about the report cards
please contact the main office.

I would also like to thank parents/guardians for wearing your marks while dropping off &
picking up your child! Much appreciated. I would also remind parents/guardians that at the
end of the day it is important that you leave school property so that we can ensure that all
students have been safely picked up and that families accessing pathways and the parking
lot can do so in a safe way (maintaining social distancing, reducing congestion, etc).
Unfortunately, the school yard is not open for playing before/after school, including the
snow hills on school property. I would ask that you proceed to the city park or other green
spaces. Much appreciated.

TOONIE TUESDAY - A DONATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED
During the month of February we will be running a Toonie Tuesday campaign to raise
money for the Education Foundation. As a Principal I have access to funds from the
Education Foundation to support families in our neighbourhood. Please consider
donating. You can donate by accessing “Cashnet website”. We cannot accept cash or
cheques so all donations will be online - https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/

Pink Shirt Day is on Wednesday, February 24th, a day to focus on how to work together and treat others with dignity
and respect. To help promote all that is good by way of this special day we are inviting students and staff to wear their
best and brightest pink shirts to encourage friendship, compassion, kindness, inclusiveness, and of course the
anti-bullying message. Check out the SMPP Promotional Video - https://youtu.be/Nxw7KRKKM-k

The History Behind Pink Shirt Day
David Shepherd, Travis Price, and their teenage friends organized a high-school protest to wear pink in sympathy with a
Grade 9 boy who was being bullied for wearing a pink shirt. They took a stand against bullying when they protested
against the harassment of a new Grade 9 student by distributing pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. They sent
out a message to schoolmates that night, and the next morning they hauled 75 pink tank tops to school in a plastic bag.
As they stood in the foyer handing out the shirts, the bullied boy walked in. His face spoke volumes and a huge weight
was lifted off his shoulders. The bullies were never heard from again. Since 2007, the Pink Shirt Day idea has only grown
each year, with worldwide support and participation. Countries across the globe are now organizing anti-bullying
fundraisers of their own, including Japan, New Zealand, China, Panama, and numerous others. Last year alone, people in
almost 180 countries shared their support of Pink Shirt Day through social media posts and donations. Pink Shirt Day
Website: https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
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Sliding Zone at recess:
We have created designated and supervised sliding areas for students at recess that works on a rotating schedule.
Since students are assigned a specific “recess zone” some homerooms did not have access to a snowhill. This new
plan should help address this and provide students with more variety at recess.

Luv2Groove:
The School has purchased a licence to “Luv2Groove -
Virtual experience” that staff will be able to access to
enhance the dance curriculum. It is not the same as
having Luv2Groove attend the school in-person but we
hope that it will provide some variety for students.

Scientist in the school - Virtual workshops:
We are in the process of booking Scientists in the School workshops for
students in kindergarten - Grade 6. These virtual- workshops will occur in each
classroom to enhance the science curriculum and again to provide a different
experience for students. https://www.scientistsinschool.ca/

Mme Szucs and Mme Pageot playing up
100’s day on Friday

OCDSB Survey - Reminder:
We recognize this has been a challenging year for everyone. As we work through the many education policy and
health directives, we continue to try to implement decisions using the feedback you shared last fall. Lots has changed
since then and we hope to learn more about how things are going for you and your child right now. Your feedback will
help us find ways to continue to improve how we do things at the OCDSB, and will help us to plan for next year.

In October 2020, we asked you to complete a “Return to School Survey” to tell us what was working well and what
could be improved. The feedback we received helped inform:

● Clarification of safety rules and protocols;
● Technology supports for both students and staff;
● Consistency of practice;
● Training and resources in support of well-being;
● Changes to communications timing and strategies, with increased direct messaging to targeted groups;
● Improvements to the COVID-19 Dashboard;
● and much more.

We are interested in hearing from you again, to build on what we learned in the last survey, monitor the impact of the
changes that were made, and plan for the next school year. Your participation is confidential and completely voluntary.
You are encouraged to participate regardless of whether or not you completed the survey in the fall.

When you click on the link, you’ll be asked to:

1. Answer multiple-choice questions about your child’s experience attending school in-person; and
2. Tell us (in your own words) about your child’s current experience. You will also have the opportunity to see

and rate the thoughts of other parents/guardians.

I’M READY TO PARTICIPATE
Questions are framed to help us better understand the experiences of an individual child. Families with more than one
child are asked to use a different device or a private browsing session for each response. For additional strategies
and more information on how to participate, please review our Frequently Asked Questions. For additional questions,
please email READ@ocdsb.ca. You can participate until 11:59 p.m. Friday, February 26
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